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Recalling the Last 20 Years of the Kor. Dept. of AC

At 8- vs. 4 7] B 1L <= Rev. Dr. David Kwon interviewed by Rev. Dr. Ki-Tae Song
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st A 2 Ze) A G Aot 20 T )Y Y LR =R
Presented papers at the forum “In Celebration of the 20t Anniversary of Opening the Kor. Dept. of AC”
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God’s Redemptive Plan and His Kingdom
1} 8- Hyung Yong Park (S.T.D.)
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Reviewed by Seung Hak Lee (D.Min.)
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The Kingdom of God in the Immigrant Churches
2.2 Sang Cheul Oh (D.Miss.)
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Reviewed by Kyung Soon Chang (D.Th.Min. Cand.)
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Leadership of Small Group Leaders in Christian Communities
% 7] Ki-Tae Song (D.C.C.)
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The Genre, Thematic Structure, and Theological-Intertextual Interpretation of the Song of Songs
Z%3& Yung Hun Choi (Ph.D. Cand.)
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The Structure and Message of the Book of Ecclesiastes
& B}-2 Paul Lim (Ph.D.)
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A Study of Methodologies for Patterns of Ideal Preaching
A Al Se Keun Lim (D.Th.Min.)

3% o)9l 1 ANES) 7AX Bl thg A2z} o]7l Mg}

A Consideration on the Sense of Values of the Korean First-Generation Immigrants in Australia and the
Immigrant Theology

%74 <= Kyung Soon Chang (D.Th.Min. Cand.)
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A Consideration on the Church and Politics in the Modern History of Korea
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16 Anthony A. Hoekema, The Bible and the Future (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), 48.

17 John A. Bengel, Bengel's New Testament Commentary, Vol. | (Gnomon of New Testament) (Grand Rapids: Kregel
Publications, 1981), 490.

18 William Hendriksen, The Gospel of Luke (NTC, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1978), 805; cf. Norman Perrin, Rediscovering the
Teaching of Jesus (New York: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1967), 74; G. E. Ladd, The Presence of the Future (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1974), 279; Ray Summers, Commentary on Luke (Waco: Word Books, 1972), 202.
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38Min Sun Kim, #]21-8-, Non-Western Perspectives on Human Communication (Thousand Oaks: Sage Publication, 2002),
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Aoty dE  EW, AEYol(Califomia)o] & WA =AES
A A1 5(Mexico), =1, BHol A 2 @2 ZhE m(Latin)w-dkel] theh 2 A5 7F 24 5
Al7FaL(Chicago) A A ell= e 1F2] eJafse] Bojgl of 53] oAbz Al gt
A7h Besit aBR ojnl wdl H3 A= I A He] ke djAste] o]l et
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FAABHGAT AR o Wel & FFeE o 5L YT AAEN o[ B R o AT Wl APAFOT 1175 of
CEH Wl wob Gk TEL WA, BACAH), AFA, AWAREY wAsE @pow
Mg g SR o We Wkt vSol AR Wl 0l 14 AE ZEclAAE, Aauwelolrt 5
367k 5 9hek. Aol A ALa A s ) A5 o] o] wel A Wl 5 Fol FFE vl Ak, B 1955 9
249 V5l ol A o) Sl AL oz 2NN, W FF Ypipy & Hster,
0 22 )5 Aol o F sk At LEE 2T AT o5 e AN} BEBHNA F4E W)
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wES A AT 2) BE AL A A werk ) AS BE ojnAA 4 AREE B A gTol A
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ol RIE-3] 2t 50] vhstell thal] 212 WA S 7 AL oA =5} thste] &S F=H| 5k
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W50 B diRake A v o] Al 7HA7F s Q. dolth g &l HF oA e o,
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aEo] A7 A WA =4 AR (Rosh Hashana), o ¢l Ald 8 d), $2 & 719

1 Larry A. Samovar & Richard E. Porter, Communication Between Cultures (Florence: Wandsworth Publishing, 2004), 112.
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(a) ¥z 2-&(Interaction) (b) ¢7 3/ (Association) (c¢) &/ 4] Subsistence )
(d) 2% Bisexuality) (e) ¥ < (Territoriality) (£) ¢/ 4/ (Temporality)
(g) g (Learning) (h) ¢17]Play) (i) "o/ Defense)

() €& Exploitation '

Z(Edward T. Hal)& ©o]5 10 7= 9 7|7} n]ddo]Holala sAA A= H] 322 9]
o

A A oF FAES olFoF drkal Tekal g 73ke] T

dohe 2 AR A e Bl F A Aol whel WMEkE o] FofoF fhrfal AR & 119
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ole) gk dxlo A olwl E3| AL L v ffof Sz T AR WA= oWIHEE 4] ofvIAE Aol
el Bl o141 @ 45 olafjsfjof o] Wl =53} Awtg v}t A FAY 5 vk Helvt

42 Edward T. Hall, The Silent Language (New York: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group, 1973), 94. 1914 o] gjo]yt
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%, o~ A vl ERA F 53 GEo] X 2ARITE Ik 1942 9 FFv]o} titarol A ¢1Fe
WARSHR) S W2 T 1942-45 WA7MA 2 A AlAIG A el 4, 2E¥ T oA &e e 1952-
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&3l AL )R Q] &0 o h), FEFel §F ALS] QoA A= O E g JHE g
7 dropzk uj, pFEE F ko) AlgrEo] JAES 15 HED HI Hile 7
ALg] o] o}~ G5 HHo ) gFe) HES Hol XES] Ho= vhE= Iy
= Yot 5319 o] ZE TFF HH}A HEFEY 7 9= AL vt Apglojo) 1]
o ALS]i= A of & g5 JHEo] Eols ojulo] Hiarojr), nlwro] A= W
Zfao] HAA oo Farg e o]vle] BH = 9]y Hojnf, njaro] BRI S]]

H &7] 59 et} oj¥lojr). o]E FEF Ho] njwr o= o] Fet mjoi= 15 7
79 &, F3, T, Q0] & g TR Q). mpefA] n] o] ALs]of 8=
o o] FEFHEY £ A&, o] of-fel ¥ “HlE R o] #H Hojdf. ze]E

2 n]sto] ALS]of GES)v= YR Q] Fo] offe} Oy H el 2 27) i), F3)olE
o] = pRlE= 1. dFE DA o] F (Anglo-Conformity) 2. £ %= (Melting Pot)

o] Zojp.

ol e el olst BaAel Aol7h EAs] AelAel FES FurH)
A oyl wE BHATF vEAE e dEAse] tEpoR wass dY4 we

neshA ghom AelFel Aol A7 Ao, AzTANA, AN theht
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5 3H(Assimilation) o} -31F o)) o2& AWt A9 fElugel AU wabe o)E A
Arggitt 1), d2= 9A o] & (Anglo-Conformity)-HALe] 7] H o & Hopwl, w=o] AFo® oyl & 7k AL
HBE2 oful J AL HE, 5 AFZAE(Anglo-Saxon) AFEHEY Aotk 8 AT Eo] WA vt Eo]7hA
A E F 2E5 YEHEY] A9 3t FASH H ]tk o5 olde A, AL, W1 59, FHAA,
Malae] Aok 5ot o] 52 vlarS 3l H7F2 BHAH AL, o] 59 FEEL v|79] FF, 5 =Y
TR0 =58 st gl wEgh A o2 vegte] £25FE JdEe] v o2 o] Fato] AA HW, 159 Esol
F8t7]1E vhebe Aotk 1A ol AL “hHE F3 = “pressure-cooking assimilation"o] 2} & F-E2T}, ©]
£-0] “Anglo-Conformity” = 2~ E 9} E ZF (Stewart Cole) ¥} ¥ =8| = Z(Mildred Cole)dll o] Al A &S 2 A7) AT,
ol GEAEY Alg B2 A AlSoEA WASP, S Wl BI 24 721 a1 (White Anglo-Saxon
Protestant) 2} 71%] o] & F &7 7] 50| Hol $ith J=2 dX o] &5 TR 1@t A+B+C=
A, of 7] A Wl FF RS ANALRE ov|Eh, B9 C & UE & o|HAES wet). 1A
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o] A7l o]7l w3|tel= FHL ToAtol R s wiste] AFS A= AUt vt
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45 Robert Takaki, From Different Shores, Perspective on Race and Ethnicity in America (New York: Oxford University, 1987),
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(§F) 7] ZH 2] 2)of FH}A SERpEO] F e FH, JEX s
N 25 A ) XL]= WA o [Esalis AliEo]r) 4EEs ¢lo]
)0l Fajof njoloj&ojn] gty FrEde] Q). A AR, i) HE 5

QI a FHE J) = e, wE ) 5 2 Z, e F 5 Y
o S ilir FulEE 7 RE GET G gEo) 9o

gl A1 o] B (David J. Hesselgrave)7} #|A1&F Aretsle] Aos =3 23]
AAE = A= AL o|WIE3| 2= oW 5o oWl HA A3l o 71~

w8l olsfsto] oI =S A4S ti3tE U o Y =F EHlsfofF gt

sty AFEAol st} A FYIZE (Carles H. Kraft)=

Loy 2. 25 3. 4. 59 5 il 6. &4 o]t]. o] o] 5 7}A] ] FF
55 A ZEE O] AR vt 1) BEA 2). 5YE 3. AFEE
gojt). AA, BFAE= SF Ay, AN, A=, e, SR E, 7Y 1E

6 David J. Hesselgrave, Communicating Christ Cross-Culturally (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1991), 146-7.
A olBE EYUE ESF9 Alstul(Trinity Evangelical Divinity)2} ®]u]4A~E} th8tul(The University of
Minnesota)oll A 5=8Fsle] 8HAH(B.AL), A AHM.A)Z ¥HAHPH.D.)8FY & Wbk}, 1] = 2-S-2}-f- W ¥ (Evangelical Free
Church)®] Z}F& Wrol A& MuAtRA 9 Wzt W37RH AL AR} &5 AFG S aF3len, Eudl EgyE
5T Ague] A gighed A4 we2A FAE 7 Sl Mt 1= G Aw EF5S TlA
A A st Aol 2 4 FS 7)1 H ) H 3] A8t st A ask wgeQl o] AR E “AFEE o o3l vk o] weht)
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53] 7158 A8 W E Fr2Fo]E] 9] Constructing Local Theology 9 22 HE2 A3+3l ol 3k A28
S HolF7| = 3Tt oo nsiA e GoM s 2ol e AAE HolA &S 4 gtk a3y
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P ol et 80 Ao ZRIZAA| RIS & W= o] BeS 21 a 52 o 18] F3dstol tiate] ZA o Wg KA R
80 W kel EojA A tiF& A4 RAE 7HA A HAvk sdadelBatEA £ SIHES e
AlZtae]l EgjUE Astul AlEe] statEo] Byl oA A3sE did 4 =5 )
Agtzpol7)E skARE ~E] B W27} A <3 Models of Contextal Theology ¢} 72 o] 1} QWA AFsts)e)
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(1) == go]™ % (Old Timer Type)
1968 — 1970 Q| #TAte: AART A4 o wEHo|Arh FTow e mpEHg
WSg WAL 123 S o A Apg7] wf ol 2L o] o] © 5
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E AYA "k = 1968 WdellA 1970 el o %l

o| &3] 2} ] B A A gFo] tistE 2 o] E
(2) 77 74 3 (New Comer Type)
kol & wslo] FA ek Frirt nl=el obM A Fow A E sk o|AE
A2 gk ASHH w323 AGHs FHsoF ot dFolERE W A FAo]
ottt ol Eatell M= B3] G o] FH-F H3 A7) st E ZE
(3) 8t % (Student Type)
Bl Aol Fetdol tivael Ag-olth FAS #A

ol EAG. FYE] FHsHe FYRA

O

ol

AW stEEe] et VIRV SRS ER Aol 5 ol w3 S T
3|27y gk E 2

(4) =& ¥ x4 2 3 (Small Business Type)
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Jesus told us to make disciples of all nations; He also told us to teach these disciples to obey everything
He has commanded us. The model of discipleship and leadership is something that is reflected from
Jesus’ own ministry and He had every intention to keep this model going, as he reassures us that, “to
the very end of the age”, He will be partnering with us. In his three years of ministry, His twelve
disciples followed him, watching, learning and growing from Him. Our spiritual growth is a result of
the discipleship and leadership that has been handed down since the great commission and such
discipleship is what builds the church today.

This is especially true in the discipleship of small group leaders in Christian communities.
Small groups within Christian communities are one of the most effective avenues in which this God-
given longing to belong and form relationships can be found. Small group leaders have the most-
important role of nurturing these relationships through spiritual mentoring/ discipleship. Their key
influence has a critical impact on the ultimate success or downfall of the members’ spiritual
relationships, not only amongst themselves but with God.
Jesus and his disciples are the first small group formed in the New Testament. They all have diverse
backgrounds however by specifically training those, Jesus built them up to be the core members of the
Early Church. In training his disciples he was always with them, praying, evangelising and setting
standards as a role model for the disciples.®®

When visiting different cities, Jesus looked for a household he could minister to. By
ministering to these households, Jesus nurtured small groups which developed into churches.! These
churches operated and expanded under the fundamental principle of spreading the good news of Jesus.®
In this thesis, | am going to focus on small groups of the Early Church in the bible, and examine the

leadership of church leaders within small group settings.

2. Biblical Foundation of Small Group and Leadership

2.1 Biblical Reflections on Small Group
2.1.1 Old Testament
Throughout history, most societies started in small groups. Before a church, village, nation etc. was

formed, there societies consisted of couples or small families. Genesis and Exodus shows this clearly.

1) Garden of Eden

%0 Collinson Sylvia Wilkey, Making Disciples, The Significance of Jesus’ Educational Methods for Today’s Church
(Carlisle: Paternoster, 2004), 29.

51 Roger W. Gehring, House Church and Mission. The Importance of Household Structures in Early Christianity (Peabody,
MA: Hendrickson, 2004), 91.

52 Richard Horsley, Sociology and the Jesus Movement (New York, NY: Continuum, 1994), 65.



In Genesis 1.26 God says “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness”, accentuating the essence
of community within the Trinity through the use of collective pronouns. Therefore the Garden of Eden
was an environment built heavily on community. a community within God, between humans and
between God and human. And in this way, the first discipline/ mentoring and leadership were
established- those are between God and man®:,
2) Adam and Eve

In Genesis 2.23, the man said “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh” This is a cry,
filled with man’s deep emotions of joy, satisfaction and confession. From then on, the relationship
between the two was pure and beautiful. Under God’s supreme plan, this is the first small group to be
formed.>* However due to sin, the godly nature of small groups was lost and as the leader of the
household, Adam should have been there to protect Eve from the sin; instead of following Eve’s lead,
he should have denied the fruit; and instead of shifting the blame to Eve, he should have repented on
his knees.

From this, the importance of spiritual mentoring/ discipline and leadership is made clear,
discipline and leadership are required in order maintain holiness. Adam should have disciple/ led Eve,
one of the critical factors leading to the fall is the fact that Adam didn’t teach Eve the Word of God
correctly and he didn’t disciple her at the time necessary.

3) Noah
In the increasing wickedness on the earth, Noah was a righteous man, blame less in his generation (Gen
6.9). As the leader of his family, he led his family in building the ark, in doing God’s will, separating
his family from the earth’s sin and ultimately leading to their salvation.*®

The importance of leadership is emphasised after the flood. Genesis 9 illustrates Noah’s
drunkenness and his cursing towards Ham. What results from his actions highlights the importance
maintaining leadership and how the relationship needs to flow from a genuine, unprejudiced love® in
the course of discipline.

4) Moses
In his divinely appointed leadership in freeing the Israelites from Egypt, Moses was caught up in a state
of weariness and was burnt out being the only leader in the wilderness. In Exodus 18.21-22 His father-
in-law proposes. “Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are
trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds,
of fifties, and of tens. And let them judge the people at all times. Every great matter they shall bring to
you, but any small matter they shall decide themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear

the burden with you.”

53 John Mallison, Mentoring to Develop Disciples & Leaders (Lidcombe, NSW: Scripture Union, 1998), 28.
54 David Atkinson, BST- The Message of Genesis 1-11 (Downer Grover, Illinois: IVP, 1990), 71.

55 1bid. 133.

%6 1bid. 154.



This highlights the importance of systematic small groups within the larger community in
order to be effective and efficient in God’s work. With this advice, Moses becomes a spiritual mentor
to Joshua, the two were always together and in this way Joshua was able to learn and spiritually grow
by submitting under Moses. And through this discipleship, Moses’ role of leading Israel was able to

continue after his death through his disciple, Joshua.

2.1.2  New Testament®’
In this article, 1 am going to focus on small groups of the New Testament. Because the Early Church

small groups and their leadership are very similar to current Christian community situations.

1) Acts
Acts provides many clues about small group of The Early Church. The Early Church described in the
acts places great significance in the ‘house gatherings’ as it seemed to be an extension to how Christ
ministered in homes as recorded in the four gospels. Acts starts with disciples gathered in an ‘upper
room’ (Acts 1.13) and finishes with ‘Paul’s hired dwelling’ (Acts 28.30) as if to say that without these

houses (upper room and hired dwelling) church birth and expansion would not have been possible.

(1) Jerusalem (chap. 1-12)%®
In Acts, Luke records many churches who were gathering in their homes and houses. After Christ had
ascended into the heavens, disciples came back from the Mount of Olives back in to the city of
Jerusalem and were gathering in an upper room (1.13). Soon, the gathering grew that the whole house
had to be used for the gathering. Afterwards, these house based gatherings in the Early Church seem to
take a very different direction from the synagogue based assemblies. The Early Church records clearly
separate assemblies at the synagogues and gatherings at homes. Assembly at the synagogue was a public
gathering for all believers and gathering®® at homes® seems to have evolved around table-fellowship
(2.46). In the Early Church sharing a meal seems to be very significant and such table-fellowships were
done at homes (2.46).

But as time passed, house gatherings matured in many ways. Even at home, they started to
teach (5.42). In other words, even at house gatherings, they started to teach and preach. They were not

just fellowships anymore. They were developing beyond teaching and maturing.

57 Del Birkey, House Church. A Model for Renewing the Church (Scottdale, PA: Herald Press, 1988).

Birkey provides a concise summary of house churches in NT (40-65) and importance of historical and modern-day house
churches (63-84). The organization of the book provided many insights for the research. Birkey examines house churches
according to their locality but in this thesis, house churches will be examined according to their canonical appearance

%8 Byoung-Soo Cho, “Early House Churches as ‘House Building’ Churches, ” Journal of Reformed Theology 26, No. 1 (2008).
Cho’s view on the house churches was adopted.

59 Usage of words as assembly and gathering is purely for distinction between fellowships held at two different premises. It
is not academic category

0 Wolfgang Simson, Houses That Change the World: The Return of the House Churches (Milton Keynes, Bucks, UK:
Wayneshboro, GA: Authentic Media, 2004) 40-1.



While recording the martyrdom of Stephen, Luke recorded briefly how Paul persecuted the
church. Luke recorded how Saul ‘dragged off men and women and committed them to prison’ (8.3).
Here, Luke is describing how Saul ‘entering the house’ of gathering is the very act of ‘ravaging the
church.” This is an important evidence that would support how the Early Church was formed with these
house gatherings at the centre. The church being persecuted by Saul was indeed the church of Jerusalem
(8.1).

The church in Jerusalem was made up of gatherings that took place in the houses, and it could
be conjectured to say that these gatherings served similar purpose that of today’s small group. Saul’s
act of ravaging these house gatherings was equivalent of ravaging the church in Jerusalem.®*

An interesting incident regarding the small group is the conversion of Cornelius who was a
centurion of the Roman Army. Even before conversion, Cornelius with all his household feared God.
He invited Peter into his home (10.22, 30, 11.12) to listen to the gospel. Cornelius gathered together his
relatives and close friends (10.24). Cornelius realised that the gospel was not just for himself but for his
‘entire household.” (11.14). One can see that ‘entire household’ was stretched out to even to those who
did not dwell in the house. It was an ‘extended family’ that was considered to be a church. They heard
Peter’s preaching and accepted Christ, was baptised and formerly became Christians (10.48).

In Acts, “the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other name was Mark,” was indeed a
place of great significance in the development of the church in Jerusalem that in her decisive moments,
this place was repeated mentioned. People gathered at this house fervently prayed for imprisoned Peter
(12.12). This verse shows how the house of Mary was used in two ways.

First, it was used as a place for Christian gathering. Also it was house of great size as many
had gathered to pray and fellowship. The ‘gateway’ and a ‘servant girl’ (12.13) supports this idea. And
this was a house of prayer. Acts records, how this house became a place of secretive worship and prayer
for the Early Christians as they faced fatal persecution for their faith.®?

Second, this house was one among many used as gatherings for the church in Jerusalem. Herod,
in the hopes to destroy Jerusalem church, executed James (12.1), and arrested Peter (12.4). When the
rest heard the news of Peter’s capture, the Jerusalem church started to pray (12.5). When Peter escaped
from the prison with the help of an angel, he went to Mary’s house which would have been just one of
many. It is believed that Christians numbered over three thousand, after the Pentecost (2.41). All of
them could not have assembled under one roof, and when Peter asked his story of freedom to be told
‘to James and to the brother (12.17), it seems to imply that there were many other small group at

different places.®®
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(2) Mission to the Gentiles (chap. 13-28)

In Acts, Luke is even more so clear about the role of small group in the missions to the gentiles than
about small group in Jerusalem. A great example is the story of Lydia. Lydia heard Paul’s preaching in
Philippi and accepted Christ. When she accepted Christ, ‘her and her household’ were baptised (16.15).
It is not clear as to who was included in ‘her household’ but already one may say that her conversion
meant a planting of another small group.5 Later on, Lydia’s house became a base camp for many
apostles ministering to the city of Philippi. It was the headquarter of the Philippian Church and was a
Mission centre. This is supported by the record saying when Paul and Silas was freed from their
imprisonment, they went to Lydia to see other brothers and comfort them (16.40).

The fact that Paul viewed the act of ministering to the household as of great significance, can
be seen in the conversation that he had with the jailor. Paul told him ‘you and your household” will be
saved (16.31). He was not only preaching to the jailor but to the household (16.32). It goes to show that
Paul was not only concerned with the individual conversion but was very much concerned with
evangelising the whole family. Through this, Philippian Jailor and his household came to faith and was
baptised (Acts 16.33, 34). It was another successful mission report for Paul through his ministry to the
family.

Acts recorded many cases that a household and a family coming to Christ. When Paul was
having a farewell gathering at Troas (20.7-12), the fact that a young man name Eutychus (v. 9) and
youth (v. 12) attended implies his whole family attended. In other words, the gathering at Troas was
like a united gathering of small group having Paul as the guest speaker. When Paul was route to
Jerusalem, he visited Tyre (21.4-6). When he was leaving Tyre, disciples at Tyre ‘with wives and
children’ (21.5) they farewelled Paul and his company. This is another testimony to how families at
Tyre came to faith. Ultimately, it was through this proclamation of the gospel upon a family that planted
‘family churches.” These ‘family churches’ (small group) were indeed the most basic and the centre
piece of NT’s view on the church.®®

Luke records how Paul valued the house gatherings as much as the assemblies at the
synagogues. When Paul was preaching to the elders of the Ephesian church (20.18-35), he summarised
his own ministry to be ‘declaring’ and ‘teaching.” (20.20) Paul’s unashamed declaration was indeed
‘profitable’ (20.20) and this declaring and teaching was done ‘in public and from house to house.’
(20.20) ‘In public’ would have been the greater gather, and ‘from house to house’ being at the house
gatherings. One can easily come to a conclusion how Paul balanced in between these two modes of

ministry.

2) The Pauline Epistles
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Paul’s letters, too, provide numerous evidences supporting the ministry of small group, almost

comparable to Acts. Each epistle will be reviewed in their respective order in the canon.

(1) Romans
Romans 16 provides a vital clue to the ministry of small group in the Early Church. Romans 16 records
stories of several house churches/ small groups.

1) It seems there are at least two local churches when Paul was writing this letter. First, there

is church at Cenchreae. The Cenchreae Church seem to have a prominent servant (deaconess) who
supported Paul and many others in their ministry. Phoebe was indeed a faithful ministry partner who
served the church at Cenchreae (vv. 1-2). Another church would be the church at Corinth. Gaius’ house
became the gathering place for the church (v. 23).
Other than Paul’s fellow worker Timothy, his kinsmen Lucius, Jason and Sosipater (v. 21), Tertius the
scribe (v. 22), Eratus the city treasurer and brother Quartus (v. 23) seemed to form another community.
Apart from these community of faith, Paul mentioned there are several more small group surrounding
Rome (v. 4, the churches of the Gentiles; v. 16, all the churches of Christ). It can be said of such
mentioning that Paul had all the local small group in his heart when he was writing the letter.

2) Paul uses the word ‘to greet’ 16 times in the chapter (w. 3,5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,
15, 16). He greets individuals, sometimes two and sometimes many at once. What is significant about
this is that Paul seems to be greeting small group, even in Rome.

Supporting arguments for this would be the cases of following households.®

First is the church gathering in the home of Prisca and Aquila (v. 5). They were native to
Pontus but lived in Rome. When Claudius ordered all Jews to leave Rome, they lived in Corinth (Acts
18.2) then moved to Ephesus (Acts 18.18). The later returned to Rome. At Corinth, Paul met with the
couple and settle down. Based at their home, he was able to do his ‘urban ministry’ in the city of Corinth.
Paul with help with this couple was able to start up a small group in Corinth. Paul was able to support
self through tent-making and also use the trade as a successful contact point to be fruitful in missions.
This couple moved Ephesus with Paul and planted another small group (1Cor. 16.19). At Ephesus, they
met with Apollos who later became a prominent leader of the church (Acts 18.26). When the couple
finally reached Rome, they again started up a small group. It would almost seem that they were making
way for Paul who had planned a visit to Rome. Prisca and Aquila seem very much committed to this
church. They would even lay down their own lives, and all the churches of the Gentiles were grateful
for them (v. 4). There is no doubt Prisca and Aquila was the most important mission base for Paul, and
Prisca and Aquila did an excellent job at it.

Second, Paul greeted “the household of Aristobulus.” (v. 10) He is said to be a family member

of Herod. It is possible when he entered Rome with Christian slaves, Rome first had her dose of
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Christianity. Herodion, mentioned in the next verse, is a Jew who had some affiliation with the house
of Aristobulus (v. 11).

Third, Paul greeted “the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord.” It is saying that among
the household of Narcissus, there were people of faith. When it says ‘household of ...,” it is often
referring to the members and people belonging to that name.

Fourth, Paul greeted Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas and the other brothers
and sisters with them (v. 14). Hermes and Hermas are names of mythological gods. It implies that they
were either slaves or slaves who gained freedom. Many people of similar background belonged to small
group.

Fifth, there was another church with Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas (v.
15). They were with other Lord’s people (v. 15). Nereo and his sister being part of this church testifies
to this church having members from a family. Should Philologus and Julia be a couple, it furthers the
point of this church being a gathering of families.

What is significant in Paul’s greeting is that there were apparent small group leaders in Rome.
Second fact of importance is that these leaders formed the minimal unit of a church with their family at
the centre. This is typical family church. Third, people visiting these family churches formed with them
a small group. In the last two cases, it is quite certain that such family churches developed into small
group. To Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, and Hermas was the other brothers and sisters (v.
14). To Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas was all the Lord’s people (v. 15). Brothers
and sisters, Lord’s people are not just an indefinite few. They gathered at the houses of those who were
clearly named to worship. They were visitors and guests of these small group. They, alongside with
other leaders who were dear to Paul, had established small group at their homes. It shows how a family
church has developed into a small group. Fourth, family churches and small group in Rome formed a

great church in the region. This was the church in Rome (Rom. 1.7).

(2) Corinthians

Paul openly states how he baptised Crispus and Gaius (1Cor. 1.14). Crispus was a synagogue leader
whose ‘entire household’ came to faith (Acts 18.8). This opens up the possibility of Crispus opening up
his house for a gathering of small group. In other words, also in Corinth did many small group come
together to form a church of Corinth. There were variety of gatherings. It supports the view how the
local churches’ growth gave birth to small groups but numerous small group in a region gathered to
form a larger church. It is then fair to say that small group preceded the birth of local churches. When

small group had to decide on an issue of great significance or for the Holy Communion, it seems that



these churches will gather together. Such practice is recorded in the phrase, ‘the whole church comes
together’ (1Cor. 14.23)%

There is a clear evidence of small group in Corinth in the story of Stephanas. Paul baptised
Stephanas and the household, which implies that another small group was planted (1Cor. 1.16). And

Aquila and Priscilla’s house was also opened to a church (1Cor. 16.19).%8

(3) Galatians
Paul encourages doing good to ‘the family of believers’ (Gal. 6.10). This seems to be a special

mentioning of encouragement to small group and family churches.

(4) Colossians

Paul in Colossians greets Christians not only in Colossae but in Laodicea and Hierapolis as well (Col.
4.13, 16). He specifically mentions the church gathering at Nympha’s house (Col. 4.15). Verse 15,
seems to suggest that the Laodicean church was developed from the small group that met in the house
of Nympha.®®

(5) Philemon

Considering that Philemon, a sister Apphia, and a soldier Archippus are one family, even in the letter
to Philemon, we find evidences of small group. The church in Philemon’s house (v. 2) was a family
church. The church added (vv. 5, 7) ‘the saints’ and grew into a small group. Since there is a link
between Philemon and Colossians, the church in Colossae might have started from the family church

of Philemon then, the small group, then into a local church.

(6) Thessalonians
Paul’s closing remark at the end of the letter to Thessalonians, ‘I put you under oath before the Lord to
have this letter read to all the brothers’ (1Thess. 5.27) suggest there was a gathering of sort who were

listening to this letter being read.

(7) Pastoral Epistles

Paul insisted that for someone to become a leader, ‘[managing] his own household well” (1Tim. 3.4) is
a crucial qualification. One may link this to managing a church gathering in one’s own household (1Tim.
3.12). And also when Paul was talking about aspiring to the office of overseer required well managing

of house as ‘if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for God’s
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Church?’” he would ask (1Tim. 3.5). He was convinced that a person who could not lead his own
household could not lead ‘the household of God’ (1Tim. 3.15).

The household of Onesiphorus (2Tim. 1.16; 4.19) is another family church. And the false teaches
who were to be silenced (Tit. 1.11) were not only infiltrating a home and a family but a family church

and a small group, upsetting them.

3) Johannine Epistles
In the three epistles, the church that John was part of (3John 1.6) and the church receiving (3John 1.9)
the letter are mentioned. In the church receiving John’s letter were two leaders, Gaius — who supported
John (3John 1.1), and Diotrephes — who opposed John (3John 1.9), seem to in position of leadership. In
Gaius’ small group were ‘many friends’ including Demetrius (3John 1.15). With Diotrephes were his
followers (3John 1.9). Interestingly, these two elders of the small group were at odds with one another
regarding each other’s mission strategy.

As it is quite evident, family churches in the Early Church developed into small group. Family
churches were the minimal unit of the Early Church. Family church is something that cannot be divided
further. The Early Church in her local church form gained great influence through the foundation of
having family churches. This is why many apostles went to great length to convert the whole household

whenever they could. One may say that this led to the era of the Early Church being an era of small

group.

Therefore from homes that developed into small groups then to churches,” the principle of small groups
had an essential role in building the Early Church and having a global influence.” Through this, the

skill to teach, distribute and nurture amongst leaders arose naturally.”

2.2 The Bible and Leadership

The Bible is rich with wisdom on leadership that it might as well be a manual for it. In this research,
aforementioned four types of leadership will be discussed in relation to the very core of this thesis which
is the leadership in small group. The mentioned leaderships are atypical of today’s society and rather is
required of leaders in church. It is apparent as these leaderships are implied extensively in the Bible and

yet in the secular theory of leadership, it is yet considered at their infant stage.

2.2.1 Servant Leadership
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The archetype of servant leadership can be found in Jesus (Matt. 20.26-28, 23.11; Mark 10.45). Should
washing of disciples’ feet be a climax in this demonstration of servant leadership, then crucifixion
would be the grand finale to the saga.”® Christ’s life and teaching could be considered as the epitome of
servant leadership.”

Ken Blanchard by happenchance ran into the author of “Half Time,” Bob Buford on a plane.
Bob introduced Christ and Bill Hybels of Willow Creek to Ken. As Ken acquainted himself with Christ
through Bob and Bill, he soon realised that Jesus was a true leader. And, with that discovery he wrote
“Servant Leader Jesus.”

What Blanchard had discovered is the servant leadership of Jesus Christ. He concluded that
Jesus’ leadership was all about serving. Blanchard had to change his perspective on leadership from
vision casting and directing to a role playing. In other words, he started to ask whether a leader who
casts visions and suggests directions or is one a leader who lives with the followers and equips them in
process. Jesus was the latter. He believes that when everyone takes a page from Christ’s leadership, an
organisation or a corporation will thrive. He understood this to be the greatness of the servant leadership.
With everything said, the servant leadership can considered to be the very essence of what Christian
leadership is.” When Christ interacted with people, he did not think about his winnings. On the contrary,
he thought about their gain and profit.

That was Christ’s service. As the servant leadership goes beyond any understanding, it bears
the power to resolve conflicts and bring peace and harmony.’®
Examples of the servant leadership in the ecosystem of small group can be traced back to Mary, mother
of John whose other name was mark. She is mentioned only once in the Bible (Acts 12.12). However,
with this single mention, she gave sufficient evidence for her ‘life of service.” Mary opened up her home
to the rest and trained her sons to become leaders of the church. Her contribution is indeed of some
significance if not more. She was also a sister of Barnabas, Paul’s co-worker in Christ. As we can see,
she committed her life and wealth to demonstrate a life of a servant leader.”

Mary’s home was also a place where Christ had visited. The night before His Crucifixion, her
home was where Christ and His disciples had the last supper. Her service and faith, her servant
leadership had provided a backdrop to the first ever Holy Communion.

Later on, this upper room was the very place of the miracle of the Pentecost, and became the
historic origin of the Jerusalem church (Acts 2.2). For Christians in The Early Church, Mary’s home

became a sanctuary and a place of worship. John who is also called Mark grew up in this environment
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where his home became the sacred ground of faith for the apostles and Christians of the Early Church.
It is then only natural that he would then be influenced to become an influential leader in the church.
Even slaves of that household became workers of the gospel. One can find a model of ‘servant
leadership’ in her whom served many, out of sight. This may be the most idyllic model of leadership in
small group.™

Stephen A. Macchia claimed that the servant leadership is the essential leadership model for
church that must be upheld.”™

2.2.2 Steward Leadership

Eliezer in Genesis is Abraham’s servant who bare a model of stewardship. He was favourite among
many and was given the role of managing Abraham’s household. He was even assigned to an important
task of choosing a wife for Abraham’s son, Isaac (Gen. 24.2-66).

Moses, too, was a steward of God’s house and he did so well (Num. 12.7).

These stewards of the Old Testament were foreshadowing of the true steward Jesus Christ.
Jesus while living a life of a steward, he role-modelled the leadership of steward before His disciples
(Luke 12.42-48). As mentioned before, the steward leadership has following characteristics.®

First, a steward leader is a trustee. A leader who was given a special order by the Master, God.
The Apostles of the New Testament were “stewards of the mysteries of God” (1Cor. 4.1). And this
mystery is none other than the Gospel. Paul, as an apostle to the gentiles, always had the pride of being
called to this stewardship and considered him under obligation (Rom. 1.14). Should he not oblige, he
knew that he would be in trouble (1Cor. 9.16).

Second, a steward leader is a protector of the Master’s wealth. Paul instructs Timothy to, “By
the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to you” (2Tim. 1.14). The good
deposit is the body of Christ and the Gospel. Pastors and small group leaders alike should keep to their
‘steward’ calling, keeping the church safe from assailing evil.

Third, a steward must be able to manage the Master’s wealth. Guarding the master’s wealth is
being a half-hearted steward. Not only keep and guard, a steward should be equipped with wisdom and
means to expand God’s riches. A steward then must be a manager. Growing (house) churches through
propagation of the gospel is one of the important tasks given to a steward leader.

Fourth, a steward should never forget there will be final accounting awaiting. When all is done,
the Master will call upon all stewards to settle accounts. One who did not incur any profit will be thrown
out and others who have will be welcomed (Matt. 25.14-30). A wise steward should be then faithful

and also be mindful of fruits that he will bear. A leader must be effective.
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Considering these aspects, small group leaders who have exercised such steward leadership in
excellence were Apostle Paul and others leaders who built up The Early Church. Even before church
took her form, they were entrusted with ‘the mysteries of the gospel.” They guarded the gospel and
spread it to the ends of the earth and nursed it to grow. They committed their lives and everything that
they had. They were the superior leaders of small group.®
Macchia insisted that for a church to become healthy, ‘the steward leadership’ and ‘tolerance’ are

necessary.®?

2.2.3 Shepherd Leadership
One can explain the Shepherd Leadership in terms of Psalm 23. “The Lord is my shepherd.” (Ps. 23.1)
Here, shepherd is one who feeds and one who takes the flock out on to the pastures. LXX uses the word
‘mowaiver’. It means to shepherd and minister. As it is obvious, there is a link back to the office of
clergy.®

Actually, in this half-a-verse, all the ministry that is required of a small group leader is implied.
It implies that a leader must tend to each sheep and give it care and rest and provide for its need. When
the flock is tired, when they are in despair, the shepherd must comfort and give them strength. This is
done through leader leading the followers to a physically and mentally calming and secure place and
then through instruction, rebuke, correction and training them in righteousness, giving them motivation
and purpose in life. It also involves creating an environment where an intimate relationship can be
formed. One can compare the image of a shepherd leading a flock to a leader guiding a group of
followers.3

There are three permutation of a shepherd leading a flock. That is a shepherd leading at the
front, in the midst and at the rear. In each case, there is a teaching moment on the topic of leadership.®
First, when a shepherd leads his flock from the front, the flock follows in silence. The staff in the
shepherd’s hand points to the direction, and it acts like a torch in the darkness.
Second, when the shepherd is staying at the rear of the pack, he is letting the flock’s appetite take the
lead. The shepherd then needs only to look out for a weak or an astray. Then the staff is a symbol of
protection and supervision.

Third, when the shepherd is among the flock is in the midst of his flock, he is not a leader nor
is he a manager. He is nothing but a companion. He is mingling among the flock and the staff in his

hand symbolises the intent communicate.
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A small group leader must take all three positions when leading. Sometimes, a leader will be

required to satisfy a member’s need, listen to their cries and listen to their life’s story. A leader is invited
to take on the life beside each member and wrestle the life’s issues with them.® The key component of
the shepherd leadership is letting the followers know that the shepherd is with them.
Like the proverb’s beseeching, “know well the condition of your flocks, and give attention to your
herds.” (Prov. 27.23) This is exactly what a leader should do. A leader must see to the hurt and wounded
that they will be healed in the Good news of Christ and they will enjoy peace, joy and happiness in
Christ.

As a small group leader exercising the shepherd leadership, the leader must be concerned with
the spiritual growth of the group members. A leader must not purpose his own desire but aim for the
maturity of others. Then the leader should encourage all to voice one voice, one heart, and one goal. As
there are many parts of the body yet a single unit of body none the less (Rom. 12.4-5), the church must
demonstrate unity. Third, a leader must guide the members to sincere worship. In the worship, the
members will encounter God and be led to discern God’s good, delightful and perfect will. The essence
of the shepherd leadership is then leading the members to volunteer to live a life that is delightful and
perfect in the eyes of God.®’

Paul and his co-workers were excellent in demonstrating the shepherd leadership. They led the
flock in the Word. The taught most basic doctrines of Christianity and protected them from vicious
attacks of Gnosticism. They who risked all to protect the rest were truly role-models of the shepherd

leadership.®

2.2.4 Mentor Leadership
Mentoring is not a word that you will find in the Bible. However, the concept and practice of mentoring
can be the whole of the Bible. Mentoring was a life style that many characters lived out their lives.?®
In the Old Testament in the story of Jethro and Moses, one may find an example of administrative
mentoring, in the story of Moses and Joshua, an example of leadership succession. In the story of
Jonathan and David, it could be argued that mentoring can be done among peers. In other various
relationship types as mother-in-law and daughter-in-law in the story of Naomi and Ruth, in a
relationship of apprenticeship in Elijah and Elisha, is another example.

Jesus in his ministry illustrated the mentor leadership. Christian faith is an imitative faith.*

The life Christ has lived out on this earth is indeed something that all Christians should do their best to
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imitate. While he was with the disciples, He would often say, ‘follow me.” It not only simplifies the
Christian spirituality but becomes a biblical evidence for the mentor leadership.™*

First, Christ gave a ministry pattern that is mentoring (Matt. 4.9-22).

Jesus always focused on an individual than on a crowd. Jesus’ ministry started off one-on-one then to a
small group. After He had accomplished all, while He was empowering the disciples, he met with them
individually. During His three years of public life, Jesus mentored and nurtured the disciples. It is quite
evident that Jesus’ ministry scope started with an individual then to a small group.

Second, mentoring is about becoming true disciple of Jesus Christ (Luke 9.18-27, 14.25-35).
Jesus carefully chose those to be discipled. Mentoring is not just ordinary decision making but it is
about loyalty and commitment. There needs to be a mutual agreement between mentor and mentee for
the mentoring ministry to flourish.

Third, mentoring is life-long equipping of disciples (Matt. 28.16-20).

After Jesus had nurtured disciples through mentoring, He finished up the ministry on earth by sending
them out. Jesus trained them and then sent them forth into the world with a vision of the gospel reaching
the ends of the earth (Matt. 28.18-20). With mentoring, one cannot expect certain result by the end of
certain amount of time spent. Mentor needs to understand that it is a life-long haul that they are in
together.%2

Fourth, mentoring is a ministry of comfort, encouragement, compliment and blessing (Acts
9.26-31, 11.22-28, 4.36).

As leader is at the centre of all ministries, same applies with the mentoring. When a church
wishes to successfully start up a mentoring ministry, one of the foremost aspect that they must not
compromise is who they select to be mentors. Mentors must be flawless in character, trustworthy and
hospitable to all.

Fifth, mentoring is a ministry of reproduction (2Tim. 2.1-7). A model example of the mentor
leadership in relation to small group is the mentoring relationship between Paul and Barnabas. This
relationship later was expanded to other mentoring relationships like Barnabas and Mark, Paul and
Timothy, Paul and Silas, and Paul, Aquila and Priscilla. Mentoring nears its completion when the
mentee is able to mentor another. Their ministries were indeed house oriented that they could be easily
called as leaders of small group.

Jesus chose disciples and gave them visions. He empowered them to expand the kingdom of
God. To instruct, train and mature them in faith, Christ mentored them. By examining this case of

Christ’s ministry, all should understand the importance of mentoring and the mentor leadership.®
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There are other leadership types other than mentioned in this research. Power leadership, super
leadership, transformative leadership, tyrant leadership, charismatic leadership, merciful leadership,
relational leadership, emotional leadership and extreme leaderships are just few to list.%

In this research, what is considered most suitable for small group leaders are examined.
Namely, the servant leadership, the steward leadership, the shepherd leadership and the mentor
leadership. Biblical small group leaders do not necessarily prefer one to the other. There may be a
combination of leadership styles that are demonstrated by a leader. This only testifies to his excellence
as leader.

3. Variety of Modern Applications and Practices

3.1 Within Small Groups®
1) In the New testament, the words “each other” appears over fifty times, this word is a key word
in terms of community for example, loving each other, praying for each other, encouraging each other,
greeting each other, serving each other, teaching each other, uplifting each other, bearing each other’s
burdens, forgiving each other etc. Such activity from small groups develops the community and builds
the church, this is seen through Ephesians 4.16. “from whom the whole body, joined and held together
by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so
that it builds itself up in love.”

Through this building of relationship, the essential factor is discipline is formed. A healthy,

well-communicated relationship is key in discipleship®

2) Small groups play a principal role in one’s spiritual growth. As stated in Hebrews 3.13, “But
exhort one another every day, as long as it is called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin.” It is important for Christians to protect one another and keep each other
accountable from sin, and an essential way of doing this is through discipleship through small groups.
Also, through Ecclesiastes 4.9-10, “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their
toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not
another to lift him up!”, small groups can be a place of uplifting in times of trouble, bearing each other’s
burdens to conquer hardship. Through this spiritual growth, made possible through discipleship in small

groups, the whole body of Christ is becomes greater and greater.

94 J. Jackson and L. Bosse-Smith, Leveraging Your Leadership Style (Abingdon Press, 2011), 11-5.

% Rick Warren’s address to the families in Saddleback Church on why small groups are essential in our spiritual growth
utilising the benefits of small groups combined with Bill Donoghue’s book “Building a Church of Small Groups”(Korean
Version, Seoul: DMI, 2004). 83-4.

% Jimmy Long (coordinator), Small Group Leader’ Handbook. The Next Generation (Downers Grove, IL: VP, 1995), 133-
5.



3) Proverbs 15.22 states “Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers they succeed”,
therefore in times of making important decisions, discipleship within the small group setting can

provide advice, discernment and insight to help one to take a righteous path.

3.2 Small Group Leaders

In order to have the type of small group as mentioned above, the leader plays an essential role as the
leader highly affects the small group’s quality and culture. During his ministry Paul the Apostle was a
small group leader, although he made a living as a tent maker, not once did he build his identity on this,
he was a leader that always referred to himself as a servant and missionary of God. He was a leader that
discipled each individual member of his small group and through small groups he felt the power of the
Holy Spirit, planted several churches and expanded towards a revival.®’

Colossians 1.28-29 provides a model of Paul’s leadership and discipleship, “28 Him we proclaim,
warning everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, which we may present everyone mature in
Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully works within me.” What

different roles should today’s Church leaders in response to this?% %

1) Gatekeeper. Leaders should encourage that everyone contributes in the small groups
discussions/activities and wisely ensure that no one becomes over-talkative for the sake of the
other members.

2) Encourager. through affirmations, leaders should create an atmosphere of security and
kindliness.

3) Reflector. Leaders should be able to neatly summarise all the various ideas shared from
discussions.

4) Listener. leaders should actively listen to the members and be able to respond in love.
5) Clarifier. Leaders should ask questions, draw out ideas, and explain things clearly.

6) Follower. Rather than making arbitrary decisions, through the sharing of opinions,
leaders should follow the decisions made collectively by the group.

7) Standard setter. Leaders should constantly remind their members of the standards and
rules to follow.

8) Consensus setter. In order to set a direction for the group, leader should be able to settle
a consensus amongst the members.

9) Harmoniser. in times of conflict amongst members leader should be able to resolve

conflict.

9 F. F. Bruce, NICNT-The Book of the ACTS (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001), 301.
% This is the summary of an article from the Korean Discipleship Journal (Seoul DMI. 11/12. 1997), 67-8.
9 Neal F. MacBride, M. Carlson. How to Lead Small Groups (Colorado Springs, CO. Nav Press. 1990), 40-1.



10)  Tension reducer. in times of tension, leaders should appropriately create an atmosphere

of comfort and security.

Fulfilling all these roles would not always be possible through one church leader. Because of this, it is
essential to disciple small group leaders who are able to specialise in certain areas of leadership so that
there is a greater, more coherent growth of the Church. This corresponds with 2 Timothy 2.2 “And the
things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also
be able to teach others.” Here, Timothy can be seen as a small group leader and the advice Paul gives
to Timothy can be seen to have an ongoing effect in building the Church, as further small group leaders
are to be raised up.1®

4. Ethical Concerns

1) As the leadership of small group leaders provides a very intimate atmosphere where personal
issues are shared, there is a great concern in maintaining privacy. Breaking this trust can be very
detrimental to the discipleship relationship as it can easily crumble everything that has been carefully
built up.2°* Therefore there is the ethical concern of privacy in the discipleship of small group leaders.%

2) There may be times of financial difficulty on behalf of the mentee. In such times it is important
that strict loans are not made within the discipleship relationship as it can lead to debt and conflict.
Rather, the spiritual mentor should help through donations so there is no financial burden in the
relationship. Therefore there is the ethical concern of financial help in the discipleship of small group

leaders.
3) As the discipleship relationship is an intimate relationship, there is also the ethical concern of

sexual purity. This is an essential ethical issue and in order to prevent this, the discipleship should be

between those of the same gender or in a group setting.

5. Evaluation of Effectiveness

100 Mark Dover, What is a Healthy Church? (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 2007), 107-8.

101 Carl F. George, Nine Keys to Effective Small Group Leadership. How lay leaders can establish dynamic and healthy
cells, classes, or teams (Mansfield, MA: Kingdom, 1997), 173-85.

102 Nathan W. Turner, Leading Small Groups; Basic Skills for Church and Community Organizations (Valley Forge, PA:
Judson Press, 1996), 37-47.



In conclusion, there are various pros and cons on the discipleship of small group leaders in Christian
communities.

Midst today’s society of capitalism, privacy and social barriers, by reflecting the model of the

Early Church, small groups and the devotion of small group leaders are able to soften and melt such
barriers and provide a place of intimacy and a network where hearts can be shared.’®® They are also an
effective means of evangelism for non-believers.’** And in order for such small groups to continue and
grow, small group leaders must be disciple.
By discipline small group leaders, small groups are able to help in the spiritual growth of its members
as they provide an atmosphere of bible reading, mentoring, prayer and fellowship. This eventuates to
the building of further leaders through small groups as members become more and more mature in their
walk with God.

However, it is important that the discipleship of small group leaders in done under the
leadership of the senior pastor in order to maintain a coherent and united vision for the church. Such
discipleship would create a greater synergy in the direction of the congregation and can more effectively
build the Church.

And just as Jesus intentionally mentored His disciples for three years, in order to build the

Church and see an effect, we must commit to our discipleship and leadership to a long-term basis.
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18 w20l Ex}2:0) )3 A] Carr = &3} 2+o] @3k} “The feminine gender of the Hebrew love (“until she is
ready”) is important because the gazelles and wild does mentioned here are frequently associated with goddess figures in
ancient Near Eastern art. This is demonstrated in a number of images that the scholar Othmar Keel has linked with this text,
such as the Syrian cylinder seal in figure 9.3, on which copulating gazelles and a nursing doe stand alongside a goddess
figure while she offers fruit to a royal figure; another Syrian cylinder seal in figure 9.4, on which a running gazelle is to the
right of a disrobing goddess figure; and the goddess figure from pre-Israelite Cannan in figure 9.5, where a goddess breast
feeds humans while gazelles feed around her pubic area. This does not mean that the book’s audience worshiped a goddess,
though we now know that figures like Asherah and Ishtar were prominent in the worship of ancient Israel up to a remarkably
late point. Perhaps the author of the Song of Songs merely assumed the audience would know of these associations between
a largely abandoned goddess figure and these wild animals. In either case, the effect of the combination of gazelles and wild
does with the female-gendered love of the refrain might be paraphrased as follows: “I make you swear, by the signs of the
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goddess, not to awaken or arouse love, until she is ready.” The Erotic Word, 113-15. 722] o] 9} & &4 & AR E
AX = TS vt A -G & Bk}l A 259 Ful-w8t (A3hH)-dlE A A T LAl A 1] wiel
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119 «It furthers the brothers’ hostility in their act of placing their sister in the vineyard, where they know she will lose her fair
complexion under the angry sun [...] Thus the female’s own body has not been cared for as would be appropriate for
someone seeking love. She has not devoted herself to her physical appearance because her domestic tasks have not permitted
it. Worse than that, they have actively contributed to a skin condition other than what she might have wanted.” Richard S.
Hess, Song of Songs, Baker Commentary on the Old Testament, Wisdom and Psalms, ed. Tremper Longman (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 2005), 57.
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